
Autism CARES Meeting 
July 10-11, 2017 (Bethesda, MD)  
Pathways to Progress 

Draft Agenda 
 
The 2017 CARES Meeting will explore Pathways to Progress in three key subthemes:  

1. Overcoming Barriers to Access 
2. Translating Research to Practice  
3. Reducing Health Disparities 

 
The first day, participants will review the progress that has been made in the CARES network and lessons 
learned.  The second day will focus on looking ahead; participants will discuss how to address emerging 
needs, take advantage of new opportunities, and explore promising practices.  

Monday, July 10 – Reviewing Progress Made 
1-2:45pm – Plenary 

 Welcome by MCHB, AUCD/ITAC, and AMCHP/SPHARC– This brief introduction will outline 
 the purpose of the meeting and framing the agenda.  It will remind participants of the goals 
 of the Autism CARES legislation that the network members are collectively seeking to make 
 progress on.   

Possible reflection on by Representative Chris Smith, chair of the congressional Autism Caucus 

 CARES Evaluation: A Summary of Network Progress –   Insight Policy Research will give a 
 reflection on the collective impact that the Autism CARES network has already had, sharing 
 results from the last evaluation and summarizing the progress that has been made.  

 Framing keynotes – Several mini keynotes will be offered by grantees. These keynotes will 
 give concrete examples of progress that has been made by grantees and the specific strategies 
 used to accomplish that progress.   

2:45-3:15 – Break 

3:15 pm-4:15 – Poster Session 1 

 The first poster symposia will focus on results of existing efforts to make progress in each of the 
 identified subthemes.  

4:30 – 5:30 – Poster Session 2 

 The second poster symposia will highlight innovative strategies, promising practices, or 
 emerging trends in each of the identified subthemes.  

5:30-7pm – Networking Reception 

 CARES Grantees will have an opportunity to connect directly with peers 
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Tuesday, July 11 – Exploring Pathways Ahead 
7:45-8:45 Breakfast 

8:45 – 10:45am Plenary  

 MCHB, AUCD/ITAC, and AMCHP/SPHARC Morning Greeting – This brief introduction will 
 frame the agenda for the coming day of activities. 

 Policy Update –There will be an update on pathways  to progress in systems change at the 
 policy level.  

 Panel of Partners – Amy Hewitt, Anab Gulaid, and Asli Ashkir 

Panelists will discuss how the Minnesota-Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring 
Network (MN-ADDM) has pulled together a collaborative network of partners to address the 
unique need of the Somali community.   

10:45-11am Break 

11:00-12:15 Promising Practices Concurrent Sessions 

 In these sessions, grantees will highlight promising practices in their area of expertise.  

12:15-1:15 Lunch  

1:15-2:45pm Small Group Discussion  

 Participants will be divided into small groups to discuss emerging trends, promising practices, 
 and new opportunities within the meeting themes within the scope of their work.   

3pm-4:30 Closing Keynote – Peter Gerhardt 

Following a stimulating day and a half of sharing successes from the Autism CARES network and 
documenting the progress that has been made by research, training, and state systems grantees 
during the past decade, Dr. Gerhardt will set a vision for what the world can and should be like 
for people with autism – and how CARES initiatives can bring that vision to life.  

 

 MCHB, AUCD/ITAC, and AMCHP/SPHARC Thank You and Wrap Up 

 


